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Copyright, 1910, by Alfred Bull.

“Those of our readers fortunate cnough to meet Mr. Bull in Europe
will find that he knmows Chicago as few men do”~—The late Col. John C.
Bundy in his Religio-Philosophical Journal.

“Give me a copy of Alfred Dull’s statistics to show in the Kast. Ii
is a complete refutation of the principal argument advanced in favor of
New York”—U. 8. Senator Shelby M. Cullom, in the Chicago Tribune,
Sept. 23, 1889. '

The Irving Park artist, Mv. Geo. H. Colby, who enriches these pages,
needs no introduction to Jeffersonians, to other Art-lovers of Chicago, or
to the enthusiastic audiences which greet his Lyceum Chalk Talks.
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1" NDEBTEDNESS to authovities for supplemental and un-
usual information is gratefully acknowledged.

From the Department of the Interior, the United States
Post Office, the Direetor of the United States Census, and
the Superintendent of the School Census.

Irom friends of the veriter, the late Gurdon S. Hub-
bard, agent of the American Fur Company here in remote
1818, George B. Carpenter, J. Young Scammon, Isaae N.
Arnold, Professor Frank C. Baker of the Academy of Sei-
ences, and Frank W. Smith, Cashier of the Corn FExchange
National Bank.

Trom cfficient and zealous aids in the Chicago Public
Tibrary, the Chicago Ilistorical Society and other learned
bodics.

From (ity and County Department Officials.

Trom Moses and Kivkland’s “TTistory of Chicago,” Schick’s
“Clicago and Ils Environs,” Andreas’ “Ilistory of Chicago,”
and also his “History of Cook Co., I1l.” Kverett Chamberlin’s
“Chicago and I'ts Suburbs,” and other wide reading.

Trom a personally-conducted ome-man Cruise in a
Schooner’s Dingey up the Odorous North Branch of the Chi-
cago River in 1876.

And from a multitude of gone or going pioneers and
their living representatives of the second and third genera-
tion; including many a village oracle, whose yarns were the
more interesting and believable from frequent repetition,
often most valuable in determining what fo omit—customarily,
his own highly-colored, improbable and libelous storics.
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The

The Township of Jefferson, Illinois,
formerly Jefferson, Ill. Co., Va.

1. BEFORE MAN (AS WE KNOW HIM) WAS IN
JEFFERSON.

(After Gaudry.)

In the Pleistocene Period.

When the earth was without form and void, Jefferson
was indubitably in the thick of the hurly-burly, as later
during other formative periods, gaseous, liquid, solid; but
it was not until the pleistocenc or quaternary formations,
geologically speaking, that Jefferson began to assemble her-
self. TDoubtless her earlier history is concealed within her
bowels, below a proven depth of fifteen or sixteen hundred
feet; but it is warm down there, and one’s pastor will sanc-
tion a deferred visit or stay.

The Mastodon.

Tn this lower subdivision of the Quaternary Period,
which ineludes the Hra of Man, dense forests and swamps
covered the site of Chicago and its environs, extending for
twenty miles to the north. The mighty mastodon erashed
and splashed through unfamiliar Jefferson then, and left
his bones in proof, to be dug up later, fifteen feet below
the disturbed surface in the northwestern part of the city.

Skeleton of Mastodon angustidens, from Miocene strata.
One of Jefferson’s Pioneers and earliest known Settlers, who lived, died and was buried here.
N. Y., Publishers.

picture is reproduced from Rev. H. N. Hutchinson’s ‘‘Creatures of Other Days,”’ by express permission

Tnder Gray Seas.

After the mastodon submersion came, the lake covered
all, leaving in its retirement a seventy-foot deposit of roek,

f D. Appleton & Company,
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14 TOWNSHIP O JEFFERSON

gravel and clay. Aecons after—to be exacf, in the year
1870, John Gray, the founder of (rayland, had a sharp
attack of Artesian Wellitis, which then was prevalent.
Among other local vietims he dug, for $5,000, a 1,500-foot
well with a 50-gallon flow. Ile and Wm. P. Gray also
dug, first to a depth of 750 feet, subsequently to 1,676
feet, with a flow of 200 gallons a minute, and at a total cost
of $7,000.

Long since the output has dwindled, the sides of the
shafts have collapsed, their day is done; the flow being
intermittent and ever lighter as the borings ehoke them-
selves. Now, however, the purchaser of a building-Tol may
know, thanks to the Grays, a little about the composition of
his investment, bounded as it is by the stars in cne diree-
tion and the ecarth’s core or axis in the other.

CGeologic Strata.

For here are the 70 feet, alrecady mentioned, of sur-
{ace soil, lake deposits, quaternary forest remains, and clay;
next are 250 feet of limestone with petrolewm producls,
producing a picturesque effect when wused fTor building
stone, as in the old “‘spotted church” once al Wahash
Avenue and Washington Street, and in some olher public
buildings and noled .city residences.

Next come 250 feet of congiomerale, shale and time
stone; afterward 325 feet of limestone, ferruginons, Liveely
impregnated with iron, and then 150 feet of sindstone.
Finally, the very hard, lower magnesian Tineslone,

A Blough of Despond.

After the lake had withdrawn {o 18 presenl conflines,
Jefferson and s vieinity hecame an exlensive marshy plain,
evercrown wilh fall orass and Texorianl swangp veretaton,

with oceastonal ehiomps of recs markome the canres ol the

.

AL

Jerinm Park gn Tndian Village.

The Pottowattamie (Algonquin) village formerly at Irving

waukee Avenue.

In the foreground the customary fetich w

game, cooking, pow-wows, childish sports, and village routine &

Mr. Colby.
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16 TOWNSIIP OF JEFFERSON

sluggish Chicago and Desplaines Rivers, which extended into
or eonnected with numerous slonghs. ‘

The marshes and sand-banks annually were swept by
prairie fires or effaced by floods. In the spring overflows
a waterway was open to the Desplaines River, and through
the Illinois the Mississippi was reached.

A Portage.

A portage of unknown antiquity existed hereaway, mak-
ing water communication at high flood between Niagara
and the Gulf of Mexico. Iarlier still Take Michigan had
discharged itself through the Sag Valley; ““Lake Chicago™
being at that time, ages ago, at least thirty fect higher than
now.

II. WHEN THERE WILL BE NO MORE SEA.

Speculatively, but surely, in thousands of years fo come,
the Illinois river rapids at Marseilles, which now checle the
outflow as do the rock masses of Niagara, will crumble and
be washed away, leaving eventually Chicago as an inland
city in relation to the ever-shallowing G600 leel present
depths of Liake Michigan.

il

TOWNSILLY O e

III. BEFORE CHICAGO WAS.

In Indian Days.

Chicawo and its vieinity have been ““a place of nalive
resorl and o rendezvous as far back as history goes; as
aiter also Tor voyageurs and fur-traders.””  Certainly she
hast heen known to white men for 250 or more years. Father
Nieollet, approximately in 1634, records from personal ob-
servalion {that there were sixty villages of Illinois Indians
al that time (Erinouay, or Iiniouek, he also calls them).

French Explorers.

siener de I Salle was here, probably in 1671, and two
seas dater came Joliet and Pere Marquette. The latter,
wriling i 1670 speaks of the Tllinois as “assembled, chiefly
i bwo Lowns, coidadning more than eight or nine thousand
sonls 7 And, respeeling one of these towns, there is abund-
ande Justification and historic aceuracy in locating it at what,
today, s Teving Park Boulevard, immediately west of the
crossitig of Milwaukee Avenue; both old Indian trails, to
he congidered in their place.

Pere Marquette.

B 1673 Pere Mavquette accomplished a canoe voyage
ol 200 des, and, duving that journey, while traveling
Provn o Hbniving Bay?” toward the mouth of the Chicago
creckone appears, judeing from his own narrative, to have
debicbed ot Bake Blult, and sent trusty men to spy the
adgpacond conmtey dhe greal peaivie, eovered with oak and
wrnh openmes T whieh extended, then as now, from Wau-
Lean Lo iboe Bl
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20 TOWNSIITP O JEFFERSON

Irving Park an Indian Village.

In this purview the Father necessarily included Jeffer-
son township that was 1o De; and the Ilinois, resident in
their extensive and ancient village (whose name, if ever it
had an English equivalent, is lost to us), on that balmy
spring morning of 1673, were keen to learn the purpose of
this visit from the seldom seen and much-discussed pale-
face with the silvery tongue and the golden eross, a per-
petual candidate for the ‘“happy hunting grounds.”

Later, while Marquette’s trappers sought game in the
north town woods and along the ‘‘Chicagoux’’ river—bear,
deer, pigeons, grouse, duck and prairic-chickens were then
abundant—the holy father himself visited the Indian vil-
lage at the fork of the Indian trails. There he celebrated
masses and performed numerous baptisms in the neighbor-
ing creeks, being the first religious celebrant of Christian
rites in the pagan wilds of Trving Park.

The Miamis.

The Miami confederacy, after the ex{ermination of
Marquette’s redskin friends and their families at Starved
Rock, were succeeded by the Pottowattamies of the great
Algonquin family, who are more intimately connceted with
the traditional and historic features of carly Chicago; which
town also awaited a godfather,

The Days of Our Godfathers.

In 1684 the Chekagua river was known also -as the
Cheacoumeinan, Old French maps of 1696 call the Missis-
sippi the Chacaqua or Divine river, and identity is found
with the Checaqua of the powerful Tamaroas.

Fort Chicagou is so marked on a Quebee map of T688,
while in a Parisian manuscript of 1726 the nmae given to
the Freneh oulpost is Chicagoux.

TOWNSHIP OF JEFFERSON 21

IV. THE PIONEERS OF JEFFERSON’S VILLAGES.

Jefferson’s First White a Half-Breed.

(lolonel De Peyster, British commander at Michilimae-
iiae, records, under date of July 4, 1779, ““an HEschikago
eabin of Jean Baptiste Point de Sable,”” Chicago’s first re-
corded scttler being a colored man, as Jefferson’s first
““white?’ will be shown to have been a half-breed.

Jefferson, West Virginia.

In 1774 Jefferson township was part of West Virginia.
Four years later the whole of the Northwestern Territories,
nieludines Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, and parts of Wisconsin
and Michizan, were known as the County of Illinois in the
Slale of Viesinia: while the treaty of Greenville, Ohio, in
P79, Formally ceded Lo Lhe United States the Chicago river
and vieinity as a specilie tract, {ogether with other imimense
Lerrilories.

“The Seat of Destiny.”’

The inllation period of 1835-6-7 brought Chicago well
o Ihe Froni as the Seat of Destiny, and the little town
fnol yel o cily) of 3,265 people, became a speculafive center
amd diztribuling point for immigrants from the east. In
(hie year of orace, T, higtory repeats itself. Chicago is
now cendine il surplus population to irrigated and ‘‘dry-
Formed 7 eelions ol Lhe one-time Great Ameriean Desert,
and Lo Saskadehewans as, in the carly thirties, the people
ol The Wetern Beserve, ol Vormont and farther afield, were
wed fo ey Lheir Tuel?” in Chieago and ils eoming suburbs,

polably e Jelferson township,
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“Bloody Prairie Wolves.”’

To assist in the conception of that time it is well io
quote from a letter written by the scenic artist, Harry Isher-
wood, to his and this writer’s mutual friend, My. J. H. Me-
Vieker. He tells of an unruly young Irishman, discharged
from our first peripatetic theatrical troupe, performing at
the Sauganash hotel in Chicago, and exclaiming, ‘‘Dis-
charged is it? Where be I to go, with Lake Michigan roar-
ing on one side, and the bloody prairie wolves on the other!”

J. K. Clark, ‘‘the Prairie Wolf.”’

John Kinzie Clark, generally known as ‘‘Indian’’ Clark,
in 1825 had paid taxes of $2.50 on Cook County’s first per-
sonal assessment roll; and, possibly from dislike of that ex-
perience, left Chicago in 1830 with a few personal effects
behind a pair of mustangs, to ‘“‘squat’” in Jefferson; where
he “‘raised’’ a two-room log shanty with a ‘‘shake’’ roof.
His Indian neighbors called him Nonimoa, or ‘‘the Prairie
Wolf.”? Iis mother, Elizabeth, had been for twelve ycars
a prisoner among the Shawnees in Virginia, and was after-
ward known in Chieago as Mrs. Clybourn, dying but a few
years ago.

The Landlord of Wolf Point.

Soon after Nonimoa’s arrival came Elijah Wentworth,
who had been landlord of the Wolf Point IHotel until Janu-
ary, 1830. Ie moved to a claim eight miles northwest of
town, building a large log tavern on the spot where the
Jefferson station of the C. & N. W. Railway now stands.
During the Blackhawk war, in 1832, he was driven to refuge
temporarily in Fort Dearborn, afterward opening a hotel
on Sand Ridge. This ridge, 24 feet above datum, like the
33 feet rise of neighboring Union Ridge, hoth inviled carly
settlers.

TOWNSHIP OF JEFFERSON 23

Claimed by ‘‘Furrows.’”

The original government survey of 1831 was admittedly
Full of errors, necessitating an authentic survey in 1837,
ander which sales of land first were made in Jefferson in
1535, Tands previously had been held by “‘right of posses-
sion”” or squatter-sovereignty, by ‘‘the mailed fist’” or shot-
cun. The Capadian, D. 8. Dunning, whose name remains
{o us in the County Buildings and settlement at Dunning,
hounded his original claim by a furrow. This was a cus-
tont held sacred by the early settlers, and useful also in
lizhiing prairie fires. Many will remember his son, Russeil
. Dunning, born in 1848.

Jefferson’s First Methodist.

Nesl enme the Nobles, the Bickerdikes, the Lovefts (near
Whiehy Pointy, and others. My, Eyerett, arriving in 1838,
llen made hig one room log-eabin serve for the whole fam-
ily. and For ax many as Chirly strangers at a time beside.
[ his home an ilinerant Methodist fivst held Protestant re-
Heions serviees in the township.  Soon came the demands
ol fashion, and Abram Gale paid 75 big dollars for Jeffer-
sons sl frame-house, 18 by 34 feet.

Hotel ‘*Extortion’’ in the Thirties.

The county authorities now felt compelled to check ra-
pacily, and adopted the following obligatory tariff for hotel

|‘|IJ|I'”'&‘,‘\".

Breakfast or supper...oo o0 25 cents,
Dinner oo 374
Hovse Teed oo oo L. 25 f
Hovie keep, all nighto oo oo, 50 ¢
Feodoriiee Toraoman. oo, 121,
Ltk pant heandy 00000000 25 o
ol pint whitky 121
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This historie Indian Tree or ‘‘marker’’ grows upon ‘‘the Ridge,”’
on the grounds of the Ridge Moor Golf Club; the curious configuration
of the trunk is now partially hidden by s bunker. It is upon the
Indian Boundary Line created by the Prairie du Chien treaty between
the United States, and the Chippeway, Ottawa and Pottowattamic
nations., It points toward the ‘‘Big Water,”’ Lake Michigan. Abmos-
phere and virility are well expressed by the artist, Mr. Geo. . Colby.

TOWNSHIP OF JEFFERSON 25

Biggest Ward in the World.

Such were the beginnings of Jefferson township, orig-
imally equal to a congressional township in area, but much
diminished by the organization of Norwood Park in 1873.
{for eonsolation she ean still lay claim fo possession of the
“Digeest’” ward in the world, the 27th ward of Chicago.

Wolves, Whisky and Politics.

[ittle of incident or of romance worthy of repetition
distirbed the phlegm of the early settlers. Andy Jackson
they knew was President—that was enough politieally for
thene - and be it known they became aware of changes since.
The oleetion of Thomas Jefferson as godfather followed as
o maller of course,

Onee aoweay fimher woll, threatened by a timorous
pitehtork ehased il owner Lo cover in his own barn. Again,
a Coonked " settler was Found dead inoa diteh, an empty
whisky jug hesde e Loeal ¢hronieles, still extant, pre-
aerve bhe names of hoth worthies, but why farther perpetu-
ate Lhiem ! Phe alter life and fole of the heroic wolf, the
brand of sueh convineing whisky, alas, are both forgotten.

An Farly Tragedy.

SEIL i the dim recesses of the sweet north woods lurk
orim Lraditions of the noble savage. One such concerns a
Badf hreed, “hall dust, hal? deity,”” who sought to rear
a dusky raee wilth seant regard for the laws of hospitality
or of The wiowins of hiv Poltowattamie neighbors.

UL 1ol oF a0 midnieht couneil-fire under historie elms,
S Bl oF ilent wirriors whose eagele feathers glinted through
ombre hausrhs ol o eabin surrounded, a hopeless scowling
caphive o of vetribution swift, and terrible unheeding

creant: Tor merey
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And after—of a mutilated creature left to brood iu
the shades of bitter memory and unavailing regret. Fluman
nature is the same under red skins or white, and whether
the time be the early vears of the nineteenth or of the
twentieth century.

V. THE VILLAGES OF JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP.

OFf Jefferson township’s constituent villages and early
settlements, situate on the Wisconsin division of the C. &
N. W. Railway and on the C., M. & St. P. R. R., it is worthy

~of note that

Albany Park within threc years has spread from Kim-
ball to Saeramento, fromm Montrose to Lawrence Avenues,
while the plat of

Avondale was approved in December, 1873,

Bandow’s postoffice formerly was at 1594 Milwaukee
Ave.

Bowmanville, with its adjacent Roc’s Hill (whence the
Rosehill Cemetery takes its mame), has earlier history, if
not wholly creditable. In 1850 Bowman bought a consider-
able tract and parvceled it out. He left the country before
his title was proven defcctive and worthless, thus compelling
many an unfortunate wight to pay twice for his holding.
Tts first store was built in 1868,

Peher 8. Peterson of Bowmanville, one of the world’s
workers from his eleventh year, had varied experience in
Sweden, Germany, Belginum, Canada and California heforc
founding one of the greatest known Nurseries in 1856 in
Jefferson. 1le was a co-trustee of this township in 1879
and in later vears gave liberally toward the Lincoln Park
statue of Tinnaeus, ereating a permanent Avls and Cralls

TOWNSHIP OF JEFFERSON
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exhibit in Stockholm, and an asylum for the feebleminded
in hig native land. He was honored by his King, and his
death in 1903 was widely regretted.

Mis stalwart son, William A. Peterson, has acreage
holdings exceeding those of anyone eclse in Cook county,
maintaining much native forest for ultimate inclusion in
Chicago’s outerpark belt. At his home is an unsurpassed
collection of relics gathered from the Pottowattamic village-
sites and trails of this portion of Jefferson, supplemented
by Swiss lake-dwellers’ implements, monastic manuseripts,
early examples of the printer’s art, and other rare memen-
toes of world-wide travel. o

Lyman A. Budlong lived 1829-1909, and settled in Jef-
ferson in 1857. Ile was a trustee of Jefferson village, and
a school director mntil the merger with Chicago. 1lis
grandfather and great-grandfather were drummer-boy and
private in the Continental army; while during King Phil-
ip’s War, the family, of French Huguenot stock and for
seven generations in Rhode Tsland, was wiped out by an In-
dian massacre, exeept for a four-year-old boy, John.

{Uragin was named after the old-time hardware house
of Cragin Brothers, at 230 Lake Street, in 1866.

Dunning, already referred to, was unique in creating
its own railroad line (a branch of the C. M. & St. 2. R. B.},
for the carriage of materials to the county buildings, which
gince has been instrumental in the flotation of a number of
factories along its right-of-way.

Elsmere, once notable for a giant elm, on North avenue
west of Milwaukee avenue, where Pottowattamie couneil
fires burned for generations.

Forest Glen, and

Galewood, with its first railroad station in 1872, call for
no niention of special significance—each has progpered.

Grayland receives more extended mention elsewhere.




