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You are invited to:

5212 West Agatite Avenue
Chicago IL 60630

773 286-2950
www.olvchicago.org

In This Issue:

John V. May Funeral Home + ThelLovely Homeson Leland
Henry Wulff - Political Pioneer

Although it wasnot our intention, thisedition of the Jefferson Park Historical
Society Newdletter deals with many of the buildingsin the area that are no longer
standing. The story about John V. May Funera Home was prompted by the
demolition of the building last year. Thelovely Homeson Leland isabout atypical
street in our neighborhood experiencing a rebuilding cycle. Even the story on
Henry Wulff includes apicture on page 17 of hislost home on Milwaukee Avenue.

Most Historical Society membersare*old building huggers,” nostalgically
yearning for what islost. However, we are also mindful that change is constant
and the neighborhood has been in evolution since its inception. Urban changes
have been taking place in Jefferson Park for over 100 years, and it is part of our
history.

The Jefferson Park Historical Society is pleased to announce atour of the
Historic Pullman District and the Hotel Florence on Sunday, October 7. A low
cost, half-day adventure complete with busridesfrom the Jefferson Park Fieldhouse
to Pullman and back. Please sign up early. For more information, see page 19 of
this newsletter.

Please support the businesses in Jefferson Park. By purchasing locally,
you will save on gas and help our business community. We ask that you especially
support the businesses whose ads grace the pages of this publication; we could not
have a newdletter like this without their financia help. — Frank Suerth

MASss SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Mass
4:30 pm

Sunday Masses
8:00 am
9:30 am
11:15 am

Weekday Masses
6:30 am
7:30 am (Chapel)
Holy Day Masses
As Announced

Rosary
Daily in the Lower Church
after the 7:30 am Mass

Novena to
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Tuesday 7:00 pm

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Ist Friday
8:00 am until 7:00 pm
Holy Hour
Last Sunday of month
after the 11:15 am Mass

=% Our Lady of Victory
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gf"jm:: A Parish Community in the Roman Catholic Tradition

Our warmest welcome to all who
celebrate with us, whether visitors,
neighbors, long-time residents, or newly
arrived in the Neighborhood.

Our parish family extends an invitation
to all to join us as we celebrate the
Centennial Year of our Serving God'’s
People.

Our Lady of Victory offers a diverse
group of ministries and organizations
to fill the varied interests of our 4,000
individual members.

Our Lady of Victory School is open to
all regardless of religious affliation. Our
emphasis is, of course, in the Roman
Catholic Tradition. This award winning
school has room for 500 students from
Pre-K through 8th Grade.

Our Lady of Victory also supports a
vital Religious Education Center for all
ages. From three and four year-olds to
Seniors, we have a Religious Education
Program for all.

Leisure time organizations are the
heartbeat of Our Lady of Victory, from
Scouting for boys and girls of all ages,
sport activites, to our Mothers’” Club,
Parish Men’s Club, Teen Club and
including our very active Music Ministry
of Children and Adult HandBell Choirs,
Children’s Choirs, Adult, Teen and
special Choirs.

We welcome you to join with us in our
celebration of God’s Word.

3, Chus

Reverend Christopher Doering, Pastor



Mission Statement:

As the Jefferson Park Historical Society, our mission is to educate others
about the history of Jefferson Park and the surrounding areas of Chicago. We
will accomplish this through discussion at meetings, public tours and events,
and dissemination of historical documents and photos though publications.
Additionally, we desire to collaborate with others in the community to continue
to maintain and preserve the history of our neighborhood. By linking the
past with the present and the future, we will provide an awareness and create
an appreciation for our place in Chicago’s and Illinois’ history.

The Jefferson Park Historical Society

President: Susanna Ernst
Vice-president:  Janet Taylor
Treasurer: Gail Weber

Board Members:

Frank Suerth « Del Norwood
Robert Bank « Marilyn Ebenstein
Joe Winiecki  Barb Paczesny
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Jefferson Park Historical Society
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4706 N. Laramie Ave.

Chicago, IL 60630
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John V. May Funeral Home
A Past Tradition of Servicein Jefferson Park

In December of 2005, an important piece of history was destroyed when the building
at 4553 N. Milwaukee Avenue was demolished. Thisstructure had been the place of business
for the John V. May Funera Home for over 80 years. Between 1914 and 2004, more people
passed though the John V. May Funeral Home on the way to their final resting place than any
other funeral homein the area.

John V. May, born in
1888, was a life-long resident
of Chicago. The 1910 Census
records indicate that he lived
in Jefferson Park with his 56
year-old father, John Sr. and
hismother, Kate. Atthistime,
May Jr. was most likely
working with his father at a
delicatessen at 4357 N.
Milwaukee Avenue, which the
family operated until 1914.

In 1914, May Jr.
became an undertaker and
opened a business at 4783 N.
MilwaukeeAvenue. Hisfather
ran an auto livery at the same
location. The undertaking
business was much different
back then; achapdl for viewing
was not needed because the
clients were waked in their
homes.

By 1920, May Jr. had
married. He and his wife
Elizabeth May (nee Balke) L
lived at the same addressas | 8¢
their undertaker business, John & Elizabeth May.
5324 W. Lawrence Avenue. 3

Photo Courtesy of Tom Sparks



Elizabeth May was active in Our Lady of Victory sodality and was a member of the
Jefferson Park Camp of the Royal Neighbors of America, awomen'’s organization that held
their meetings at the Wilson Park Fieldhouse.

Business for the Mays must have been good because they had a servant, 39 year-old
George Keiling, living with them. George most likely also helped out with the business.
There were many undertakers competing with May for customers, and one was right around
the corner. W. P. Henry was an undertaker who set up shop at 4877 N. Milwaukee Avenue.
In 1923, 21 year-old M. J. Suerth set up shop at 4407 N. Elston Avenue.

In order to set himself apart from the other undertakers, May decided to purchase his
own building—a building large enough to hold a viewing and to accommodate many
mourners: afuneral home. May wasone of thefirst to offer an alternative place for the wake
outside private homes. 1n 1922, he and hiswife moved into the building that was located at
4553 N. Milwaukee Avenue and it was used as their business as well as their home.

John V. May Funeral Homeat 4553 N. Milwaukee Avenue on theright with Chester’s
Drug Store on the left. The funeral home eventually occupied the whole building.
Longtime May worker, Andrew Mickelson, is shown on theright. Abovethedoor in
the center of the photo werethewords MAY —BLOCK in the stonework. CA 1930's.

Photo Courtesy of Ken Vonderohe

John V. May sitting at his desk inside the funeral home.
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Photo Courtesy of Jim May

The Congregational Church
of Jefferson Park
Est. 1861
United Church of Christ
5320 W. Giddings St.
Chicago, IL 60630
(773) 725-0121

Visit usin person or at our website:

Congregational chur chofjeffer sonpark.org
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According to Robert Schubbe and
Andrew Mickelson, May Funeral Home
employees for over 40 years, the funeral
home's interior was decorated with wood
beams originally shipped from the Black
Forest in Germany and later taken from the
German Pavilion at Chicago’'s Century of
Progressin 1934. Jm May said these solid
beams supported the roof and were added
in the mid 1930's in a building addition.
Another long-time employee, Ken
Vonderohe, explained that these solid wood
beams needed to be oiled to maintain them.

The photo is of the Ice Pond at the Black
Forest Village at the Century of Progress
1934. Thesebuildingweredismantled after
the World Fair and the decorated wood
beams from these buildings wer e believed
to have been in the ceiling of the John V.
May Funeral Home.

A 12" x 12" Tapestry depicting
German scenes hung on the south wall of
the funeral home. While the origins of this
tapestry are unknown, Vonderohe said it had

been stored in the basement when
employees found it and put it on the wall.
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It is very possible that it was made in NEWSPAPERS
Germany, but it |snot1 knownif it also came PRESS - REPORTER + JOURNAL
from the 1934 World's Fair. Family Owned

Serving Northwest Chicago & Suburbs Since 1940
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Elizabeth died on May 7, 1953 and John died on July 8, 1965. Both are
buried in St. Joseph Cemetery in River Grove.

May, who had no children, left behind an estate that was estimated at 1.5 million
dollars. Hiswill had 53 specific bequests, including $100,000 to relatives and friends and
$50,000 to charities. Thewill also called for 1,850 sharesin hisbusinessto gotofiveof his
employees. Therest of hisestate was divided amongst his brother Anthony and four sisters,
ClaraWerhane, Mamie Winter, Irene Olsen, and Margaret Werhane.

In the years after 1965, many people helped run the funeral home; Archie Price,
John Toenings, Robert Schubbe, Jim May, Andrew Mickelson and Ken Vonderohe were
some of the long term employees of the corporation. In 1998, the company was sold to
Service Corporation International, the largest national funeral home company in America.
Service Corporation International closed the John V. May Funeral Homein April 2005 and
sold the building. The building was torn down in December 2005.

Not far from Jefferson Park, the name John V. May joins the name Kolbus at a
Kolbus - John V. May Funeral Home & Cremation Service at 6857 W. Higgins Road.
Undoubtedly the May name still has great value, as the neighborhood funeral home was a
fixture on Milwaukee Avenue and faithfully served the area for 90 years.

Together, Serving The Jefferson Park Community
With Over 100 Years of Services

KOLBUS-JOHN V. MAY

Funeragl Home & Cremation Services

6857 W. Higgins Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60656
773-774-3232 = www.kolbusmayfh.com

Directors:
Stephanie Brown < Karen Christensen
Eugene Cha < Michael Rominski

Family Owned & Operated



The Lovely Homeson Leland

Thefollowing photosfrom the early 1900'sdepict homes on Leland Avenue between
Milwaukee Avenue on the east and Central Avenue on the west. Some of the homes are
long gone and some are still standing; others have been altered beyond recognition.

Leland Avenue, aswell as other residential streets on the northwest side of Chicago,
has experienced abuilding boom. Recently single homeson largelots have been demolished

to make way for multiple dwellings. This

type of development has been happening
PHOTOGRAPHY

since the 1950’ swhen vacant land became
scarce in the neighborhood.

Most of these photos were taken
from old printed-paper real estate listings
and were in very poor condition. Efforts

SINCE 1802 5, have been made to enhance the quality of
Edward Fox these photos.
RICHARD &, NOPAR Eﬁ:ﬂn Ihjﬁa;vﬂgg
PRESIDEMNT PHOHME: (773 7360200
7 )

Stress Free...

If you or someone you know is interested in purchasing or selling
a home, I can provide you with a stress free experience thanks to my
expertise. Let me make your real estate goals a reality. For more
information on your real estate needs, please contact me or stop by
my office.

JAN KUPIEC
5430 W. DEVON
CHICAGO, IL 60646
312-636-3340
www.bairdwarner.com/jan.kupiec Q
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The house on the left
is the Charles Zickermann
house at 5253 W. L eland and
the house on the right is at

j 5259 W. Leland. When the

above photo was taken
Leland wasadirt road. Both
house are still standing.

For moreinformation
on Charles Zickermann, see
“Charles Zickermann — the
99 year-old painter of Leland
Street” in the Jefferson Park
Historical Society Newsletter

July 2005 Number 11.

Photo on the left is
how these houses now look.



These two photos are of the same home at
5334 W. Leland. According to the Cook
County Assessor'sOfficethebuildingis 105
yearsold.

Sometime in the early 1900'’s,
Martin D. Steverslisted hishomefor sale
but was not successful. He wanted $5,500
($1,000 cash with balance easy payments)
for his 10-room modern house, with city
water, sewers, fur nace, heat cement cellars,
and electric lights. The photo shows two
women and three men sitting in the side
yard with aman walking hisSaint Bernard
dog along the wooden sidewalk. Martin
D. Steverswas a life Insurance agent and
was born in New York. His wife, Jennie
Stevers, wasborn in Canada. Shedied in
1921 at age 62 and is buried in Lake
Geneva, WI. Itisnot known if they arein
the picture.

By 1929, Martin Stevers was still
livingin the house but with hissecond wife
Pearl. Lawrence Flannigan occupied the
other apartment with his wife Grace.
Martin D. Steversdied on July 6, 1932.




Front View

This house is at
5432 W. Leland Avenue.
According to the Cook
County Assessor’'s Office
the building is 98 years
old. Both the house and
the garage are still
standing.

Notice the lack of

4 houses looking north of

the buildings.

O i i+

This home was at 5529 W. Leland
and it had wooden sidewalksat thetimethis
photo was taken. In 1929 Mrs. L. C.
Schaefer lived in the house. It was torn
down in 1976 and replaced by the two
houses shown at the l€ft.
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Of all the early pioneersin the area, no one had more political control and influence
over the development of the town of Jefferson than Henry Wulff. Inthe 1800's, Jefferson
went asfar south asNorth Ave., asfar west asHarlem, asfar north as Devon, and asfar east
as Western. Henry Wulff lived close to the heart of Jefferson, on Milwaukee Ave. where
the Jefferson Park bus terminal now stands.

Henry Wulff was born in 1854 in Schleswig Holstein, Germany, and he cameto the
areawith his parents, Claus F. Wulff and Katherine Schmook, in 1863. Claus was born in
Germany in 1824 and Katherinewasbornin 1828. ClausF. Wulff died in 1892 and Katherine
died in 1880. Both are buried in Union Ridge Cemetery.

Henry was educated in the public schools in Jefferson and graduated from
Dyrenfurth’s College of Chicago. Later, Henry Wulff and Henry Esdohr started a business
selling agricultural equipment. Wulff went on to marry Miss Katherine Englehardt of
Chicago in Jefferson on December 28, 1874. Katherine was born in 1854 in New York.
They were German Lutheran and attended church locally.

Henry and Katherine had five children, two of whom died before the age of ten.
Frederick Wulff, who was born in 1884, died when he was eleven yearsold. They had two
children that survived into adulthood, Nellie and Lillie, who were both born sometime in
themid 1870's. Lillian M. Wulff graduated from Jefferson High School in 1895 and married
Robert E. Maypolein 1902 in Elkhart, Indiana. Nellie K. Wolff married John Ray McGurren,

The Big Difference

for Small Business

Nard el wry

5439 West Lawrence Avenue
Chicago, 11 60630

(773 202-1000 Helping Small Businesses
Fae: (773 20020200
E-mail: dennis®@ dapepa.com since 1984

Web Site: www.dapepa.com
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Henry Wulff 1854 - 1902 Photo taken when hewasllinois State Treasurer ca 1894
15. Photo courtesy of the lllinois State Historical Library



who was born around 1914. Today, there are no living descendants of Henry Wulff.

Henry Wulff was a Republican and started out his political career as Deputy Sheriff
of Cook County in 1878. Still acting as Deputy Sheriff, he was elected to the Board of
Trusteesfor the Town of Jefferson and later became president of the Board, where he served
twoterms. Hewasalso theVillage Trustee. Over the next 10 years, he was on the Jefferson
Finance Committee, el ected twice as Clerk of Cook County, elected Illinois State Treasurer,
served as a delegate at the Republican National Convention at Minneapolis, Served as
Treasurer of the Jefferson Street Railway Company and President of the Double Eagle Mining
Company. In 1900, becameAlderman in the City Council. Henry Wulff was never defeated
in any election.

Wulff was also President of the Continental Financing Company. Both Wulff and
the Secretary of this company, Justus W. Lobb, were convicted before United States
Commissioner, Mark A. Foote, for using the mails with intent to defraud. It was this*get
rich quick” scheme that landed both of them in the house of corrections for two years.

Thebook Progress Trend - Jefferson Park states, “ Politically thetown was controlled
by Henry Wulff, a Republican, and Fred Eldred, a Democrat. As the popul ation was mostly
German, Wulff made Republicans out of all of them.”

¥l Hoyne

SaVi «Widerangeof  « Lifeinsurance
n gs products and ¢ Mutual funds

Ban k services « Health insurance

* Retirement plans « And other benefits
Since 1887 | < Annuities of membership

Main Office
4786 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630-3693

f Thrivent Financial for Lutherans*

Registered representative for securities offered through
Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave.
South, Minneapolis, MN 55415-1665, 800-
THRIVENT (800-847-4836) a wholly owned
subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Member

NASD, Member SIPC.

Phone: 773-283-4100
Fax: 773-283-0877

Drive Up/Walk Up Facility
4729 N. Milwaukee Avenue Edward R. Nelson Jr. M. B.A.,CLU
Chicago, IL 60630-3693 Financial Associate Chicago, IL

. 773-545-5244
Other Locations
Elmwood Park e Wheeling o Wo0dstock | 20s2srs Rro-05 200502657  ©2006 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
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After along illness, Henry Wulff died on December 27, 1902, at the Robert
Burns Hospital at Washington Boulevard and Garfield Park in Chicago. Hiswife
Katherine died in Chicago on March 7, 1941. They are both buried in Union Ridge
Cemetery.
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TheHenry Wulff Residence- 4923 N. MilwaukeeAve. TheJefferson Park BusTerminal

now occupiesthe space where his house once stood. Photo taken 1907
Photo courtesy of The Chicago History Museum from The Chicago Daily News collection
17 glass negative ; DN-0005191



Conspiracy Annexation

In December of 1888, the town of Jefferson and Henry Wulff, County Clerk, found
themselves on opposite end of a lawsuit filed in Superior Court of Cook County. The
plaintiff, the town of Jefferson, alleged that Jefferson had beenillegally annexed to the city
of Chicago.

E. J. Bronson, town Clerk, stated that the County Board ordered avote by the people
in the spring election for the annexation of Jefferson Township to Chicago. The plaintiff
stated that none of the ballots cast in the spring election were printed with the question of
annexation. However, in three out of seven precincts, some voters wrote out ballots for
annexation. A total of 24 write-in votes were cast, which was only 2% of all thevotes! The
petitioner said that most of the votersin Jefferson were opposed to annexation to Chicago,
but they did not understand that they were voting on thisissue, asit was not printed on the
ballots. Mr. Bronson believed that these few individualswere part of aconspiracy tovotein
favor of annexation without the knowledge of the other voters.

The township was officially annexed in 1889.

Dead Horse Tells of the Gateway History of Jefferson Park

Wally Slowik of Orion Industries, located at 5170 Northwest Hwy, found ahorseshoe
with the nails still in it when concrete workers dredged up the sidewalk last month. The
next day bones from a horse were unearthed.

Inthe mid-to-late 1800's, Jefferson Park become known asthe* Gateway to Chicago”
because of the truck farms throughout the area. Farmers would truck their produce to
Jefferson Park to sell to theresidents. They would also truck
productsto Chicago by way of Milwaukee Ave. The trucks
would come in on Higgins or Northwest Highway, which
both end in Jefferson Park.

It is not known if this horse belonged to a truck
farmer coming or going from Jefferson Park or someone
coming into town to purchase supplies. What we do know
isthat it was very common to leave adead horse on the side
of the road right where it died and let scavenger animals
and insects dispose of it. The most likely scenario was that
ahorse pulling awagon came into town and died suddenly,
This crudely shaped a@dtheownerunhitched the horseand dragged the horseto
hor seshoe was made from thesideof theroad. Heleft the horse at the side of the road
iron bar stock and forged to Without even removing the shoes!

shapeby alocateblacksmith. 18.
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Walking Tour of the Historic Pullman District
And the Hotel Florence

Please join the Jefferson Park Historical Society
for an interesting and excitinP tour of the Pullman
Historic District and the Hotel Florence.

The tour will include bus transportation, a stop
at the Disitor Center to view a short film, a walking
tour of the neighborhood guided by the Historic
Pullman Foundation and a tour of the Hotel Florence

by the Pullman State Historic Site.
Sunday, October 7

We will meet at the Jefferson Park Fieldhouse for
12:30 p.m. departure and expect to return by 5:30 p.m.

Costs are asfollows:

Before September 1
JPHS Members $15 JPHS Members $20
Non-members $20 Non-members $25

A limited number of seats MAY be available the day of the tour for $30

After September 1¢

Reservations and checks may be mailed to:
Jefferson Park Historical Society
c/o Gail Weber
4706 North Laramie Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630

For more information, please call 773.725.5774
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Hope To See You There!



